
 

SAINT GIULIA SALZANO 

      SHORT BIOGRAPHY   

 

GIULIA SALZANO was born in Santa Maria Capua Vetere,Caserta (ITALY), on 13th October, 1846. Her 

father’s name was Diego and he was a Lancers’ Captain of Ferdinando II ,King of Naples. Her mother’s name 

was Adelaide Valentino and she was a descendant of S.Alfonso Maria De’ Liguori’s family. 

When she was four, her father died and she was sent to Charity Sisters Orphanage in S.Nicola La Strada 

(Caserta), where she remained up to the age of fifteen. After taking a teacher’s diploma, she taught at Municipal 

School in Casoria (Naples) where she moved with her family in October, 1865. 

While she was teaching, she developed a considerable interest in catechism and in faith education for children,  

for young men and adults and a particular devotion to the Virgin Mary. 

Giulia Salzano spread Love and Cult to the Holy Heart. Why can’t a Christian feel Christ’s complaint “ This is 

the Heart that loved men too much”?. According to Mother Giulia, the Heart was the most enlightening 

content in  catechism because It is the the living symbol and image of infinite Jesus Christ’s Charity that attracts 

us to Him in order to love Him again. 

The definition of catechism “ God created us in order to know Him, love Him and serve Him in this life” 

was the spark inflamed by our Saint for Christian catechism teaching. She was sure that the world can’t love or 

serve our Lord without His knowledge. In fact, Giulia considered the Catechistic Work as “ the highest, the 

most appreciated by God’s hearth, the most necessary in the Church, the most desired by Sovereign 

Pontiff”. 

Her constant worry to spread the Doctrine and Christ’s Life, through the teaching and the witness, led Mother 

Giulia to found the Congregation of “ Catechist Sisters of Holy Hearth” on 21st November, 1905.The Blessed 

Ludovico da Casoria foretold her “ Look out! Don’t be tempted to leave children in our dear Casoria 

because Our Lord’s Will is you live and die among them!”. 

In fact Giulia Salzano died on 17th May, 1929 after having examined, the day before, about a hundred children 

who had to receive Holy Communion. Casoria’s citizens called Her “ Donna Giulietta” and She left a great fame 

of holiness so that the canonization action started on 29th January, 1937. The Positio, a voluminous dossier about 

Giulia’s life, her virtues and her fame of holiness was delivered the Congregation of Saints Causes on 25th 

January, 1994.  

Her heroic virtues were recognized on 23rd April, 2002 and on 20th December, in the same year, His Holiness 

Giovanni Paolo II signed the Decree that approved the miracle attributed to Giulia Salzano’s intercession and 

declared her “Blessed”. Because of Her Charisma, she was appointed “Prophet Woman of New 

Evangelization”. 

Giulia Salzano’s holiness distinguishes itself for its vocational and Charismatic insight: she is the only figure of 

Founder who pays attention to the catechism. Her charisma is original and prophetical. 

 

Our wish is that catechists, pastorals and all Christian believers can find a teacher and a Protector in Her so that 

they can say with Her :”I’ll teach catechism until I’ve got a breath of life”. 



The miracle recognized for her canonization was received by a catechist.. 

Mrs M.Grazia Pelliccia from Afragola (Naples) had a fatal accident and she was moved from Nola Hospital to 

Cardarelli Hospital in Naples. During the operation, her heart stopped for about twenty minutes, but the 

unceasing prayer of invocation and intercession to the blessed Giulia Salzano led to the complete and 

unexplicable recovery, without neurological residues. They asked the Archbishop of Naples, Cardinal Crescenzio 

Sepe, to proceed to the diocesan inquiry that lasted from 21st June to 21st December, 2007. It was delivered the 

Congregation of Saints and it was recognized on 11th January, 2008. 

During the Consistory on 19th February, 2010, His Holiness Benedetto XVI  proclaimed the day of her 

canonization: 17th October, 2010. 

Today a passionate and fervent worker in our Lord’s vineyard is proclaimed Saint. Certainly she’s looking us 

from her corner of Heaven and, with her simplicity and shyness, she’s happy to give us her message:” To bring 

the Gospel to everyone is hungry and thirsty for God”. Let’s catechize once more by she who made her life a 

“LIFE FOR CATECHISM!”. 

 


